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Quotes of the Week 

“To get the full value of joy, you must have someone to divide it with.”  ---Mark Twain 

“The wise man does not lay up his own treasures.  The more he gives to others, the 
more he has for his own.”  - Lao Tzu 

“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another.”  -- Charles 
Dickens 

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” --- Winston 
Churchill 

  

DAYS OF THE CYCLE THIS WEEK: 

Day 5, Day 6, Day 1, Day 2, Day 3 

  

THIS WEEK’S QUOTES 

This week is one of those moments when I could not select just one quote to discuss.  This month is 
known as the “holiday season” for many in our community.  Our children are continually flooded 
with images defining giving in the narrow commercial sense, but we all know that this is not what 
giving truly means.  At Day we have traditionally sponsored food and gift drives this time of year, but 
after connecting with local food pantries, we learned that their needs are greatest throughout the 
year, not at the holidays. So my hope and wish for our children and for the Day Community is that 
we continue to focus on the importance of giving not just through donations, but through acts of 
service and kindness to others both within our school community and in the community at large, and 
not just during this one month, but throughout the year.  The joy and fulfillment we will receive in 
return is endless.   

I wish those families who celebrate Christmas a very Merry Christmas, and all of our Day 
Community, joy and peace in the New Year.  It is a privilege and honor to be a member of such a 
giving, kind and accepting community. 

WINTER RECESS 

Winter Recess for NPS begins Monday December 24, 2018 and continues through Tuesday, January 
1, 2019.  Classes resume on Wednesday, January 2, 2019.   

8th GRADE MATH PRESENTATION 

I would like to thank the parents and guardians who attended Thursday’s panel discussion on the 
plan to de-track 8th grade math at Day Middle School for the 2019-2020 school year.  I realize that 



there are parents who wanted to attend but were unable, so I have attached the PowerPoint that was 
presented.  Below is also a link to the middle school families math resource page on the NPS web site 
that was referenced by Jen Shores, K-8 Math Coordinator, and Brian Marks, Assistant K-8 Math 
Coordinator.  This site includes links on research around de-tracking math and information about 
our new 6-8 Illustrative Math curriculum.   

https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/3296 

If you have any questions, please email me, and I will direct your question to the appropriate person 
within the math department.   

mannj@newton.k12.ma.us 

WASHINGTON D.C. SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The letter below was sent out to Day families from our PTO earlier this week.  We greatly appreciate 
your support of our trip.  Any donation to our scholarship fund will make a tremendous difference. 

Dear Day Families, 

This year we are planning our first 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C. We are thrilled to announce 
that we have over 225 students signed up to attend and our hope is that it will become the new 
annual 8th grade tradition at Day as it connects even more with our 8th grade civics curriculum. 

This year’s trip is planned for June 11th through June 14th. Students will visit the various historical 
and civics sites including the Capitol Building, Mt. Vernon, the Smithsonian Museums, the 
Holocaust Museum and the Museum of African American History culminating with an 8th grade 
dinner/dance cruise on the Potomac River. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for our 8th graders to bond and visit sites that bring history alive 
and allow for real world connections to our curriculum. We are hoping that it becomes a new 
tradition at Day, but this has only been possible with help from our PTO. The cost of the trip is $775 
per student. Our PTO has agreed to supplement the scholarship fund already in their budget. If you 
are interested in supporting scholarships for our 8th grade trip to Washington D.C. both this year 
and for subsequent grades, you can follow the link below. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=LJZ9C5R2V8XSG&source=url 

(If you have trouble accessing the Paypal link above, cut and paste the link into a different browser 
or contact the Day PTO directly. 

I am grateful to the generous support of our Day PTO and Community. 

Sincerely, 

Jackie Mann, Principal, F. A. Day Middle School 

  

  



NEWTON STEM 

Mission 

NewtonSTEM was established in February 2011 to draw together Newton (Massachusetts) parents, 
educators, students, and STEM professionals to develop Newton students’ interests and abilities in 
the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), both in school and in extra-
curricular activities. 

Goals 

 Create a network for parents, students, staff and community members to share ideas about 
how to make Newton’s STEM curriculum and extra-curricular offerings even better  

 Encourage student awareness, education and interest in Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics via hands-on learning  

 Tap parents’ connections and resources to identify and engage regional businesses and 
institutions to support and enhance STEM programming within Newton Public Schools and 
STEM activities outside of school.  

  

Their newsletter contains many resources for parents interested in engaging their children in STEM 
enrichment activities. See the link below: 

  

http://newtonstem.org/ 

  

  

GIVE THE GIFT OF READING 

The Newton Free Library makes a list of book recommendations for holiday gifts. The middle school 
library teachers have used the titles to create a page on their websites about the books.  

Please see the link to the “Gift of Reading List”, created by the Newton Free Library Children's Room 
Staff below: 

http://mslibraries.newton.k12.ma.us/c.php?g=589171&p=6442721 

  

PARENT CONFERENCES 

The remaining dates for parent conferences are:  January 15th and January 29th.   



  

TEEN SPEAK OUT 

Thanks to the generosity of our Day PTO, this year we will be holding a Teen Speak Out on Friday, 
February 15th.  The Teen Speak Out will be led by the professional facilitators from the organization 
Roots and Wings who are already training our former ADL mentors as facilitators.   

We will be inviting a diverse cross-section of 100 Day Students to attend this one day gathering at the 
Boys and Girls Club where they will be divided into 10 villages and our student and faculty 
facilitators will lead discussions about how we interact with each other within the Day Middle School 
Community. If you are interested in having your child participate, please reach out to their guidance 
counselor.  Please email me if you  would like more information about the 
event:  Jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 

  

WELLNESS PRESENTATION 

The Evening Principal’s Coffee on the Wellness topics has been rescheduled for Thursday, January 
24th at 7:00 p.m.  Day Health and Wellness Teachers, Howie Landau and Adam Lunin will be joined 
by our School Resource Officer, Zoi Lazarakis, in a discussion of topics from vaping to mandatory 
middle school health and wellness surveys and screens.   

  

MORNING ACCESS TO THE LIBRARY AND COMPUTER LAB 

Thanks to our After School and Enrichment Program, we are now able to allow student access to the 
library and the adjoining computer lab beginning at 7:20 a.m. every morning to finish homework or 
print out assignments. Students are asked to first obtain a pass from the cafeteria or office.   

  

TWITTER 

For last minute notices of after school activities and pictures of our daily events at Day, follow me on 
Twitter : @JMannNPS or @DayDragons 

  

SAVE THE DATE: 

Wednesday, December 19, 2018:  8th Grade Field Trip to 1776 

Wednesday, December 19, 2018:  Teen Speak Out Mentors 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Monday, December 24, 2018– Tuesday, January 1, 2019: Winter Recess 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019:  Classes resume 



Thursday, January 10, 2019:  Band and Jazz Band Winter Concert at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019:  Parent Conferences 

Tuesday, January 15, 2018:  Winter Chorus Concert at 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, January 17, 2019:  Orchestra Winter Concert at 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, January 24, 2019:  7:00 p.m.  Principal Coffee on Middle School Wellness 

Tuesday, January 29, 2019: Parent Conferences 

Wednesday, February 6, 2019:  Early Release Day – Dismissal at 11:30 a.m. 

February 28, 2019: NNHS 8th Grade Parent Night 

All the best, 

Jackie Mann 

F. A. Day Principal 

jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 

(617) 559-9100 

8th Grade Math Presentation Copy 12_13_18.pdf  
  


